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presented at Belfast. There was, however, among their
lordships sitting on this Bench, one notable and distinguished
dissentient, the Lord Chief Baron Palles himself, the greatest
lawyer of them all, who declared for his own u incompe-
tence " ; and, with the greatest respect to the majority, there
were not lacking men learned in the law who considered
that Palles and Carson were right. At the next Assizes, how-
ever, sentence was at long last passed on Cotton ; he was
given two years' imprisonment, a light punishment for those
more severe days, having regard to the nature of the offences
proved against him and their disastrous consequences to
human life. Moreover, after all that Carson, doing his duty
as his advocate, said on his behalf, it is melancholy to record
that, when he came out of gaol, he was again prosecuted
on a similar charge, and again convicted. Be that as it may,
it was the defence of this miserable old man which first
showed Ulster the persistence, the ability, the eloquence,
and the devoted sense of duty, even in a losing cause, of the
man who was one day to become their own great national
advocate and champion,
It is interesting also to record that at this time Carson
found the Ulster way of speaking the Queen's Irish very
difficult to understand. In the course of the Assize he was
bidden to dinner by the Judges. He hired a cab, which
climbed slowly up the hill towards the Judges' lodgings.
Carson begged the cabman to go faster, as he was late for
dinner. " Can't get up th' Hell" explained the Jehu. Carson
thought the man said, " Can't you get to Hell," made no
further protests, but reflected on the unmannerly behaviour
of Ulstermen to the strangers within their gate. It was
strange that where there was to be such complete under-
standing between a man and a whole people, that their
association should begin with a misunderstanding arising
out of contrasting accents.